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Impaired Driving
504.1   PURPOSE AND SCOPE
Best Practice  MODIFIED

This policy provides guidance to California Department of State Hospitals (DSH) employees who
play a role in the detection and investigation of driving under the influence (DUI).

504.2   POLICY
Best Practice

The California Department of State Hospitals is committed to the safety of the roadways and the
community and will pursue fair but aggressive enforcement of California’s impaired driving laws.

504.3   INVESTIGATIONS
Best Practice

Officers should not enforce DUI laws to the exclusion of their other duties unless specifically
assigned to DUI enforcement. All officers are expected to enforce these laws with due diligence.

The Watch Commander will develop and maintain, in consultation with the prosecuting attorney,
report forms with appropriate checklists to assist investigating officers in documenting relevant
information and maximizing efficiency. Any DUI investigation will be documented using these
forms. Information documented elsewhere on the form does not need to be duplicated in the report
narrative. Information that should be documented includes, at a minimum:

(a) The field sobriety tests (FSTs) administered and the results.

(b) The officer’s observations that indicate impairment on the part of the individual,
and the officer’s health-related inquiries that may help to identify any serious health
concerns (e.g., diabetic shock).

(c) Sources of additional information (e.g., reporting party, witnesses) and their
observations.

(d) Information about any audio and/or video recording of the individual’s driving or
subsequent actions.

(e) The location and time frame of the individual’s vehicle operation and how this was
determined.

(f) Any prior related convictions in California or another jurisdiction.

504.4   REQUESTING OUTSIDE AGENCY ASSISTANCE
Best Practice  MODIFIED

Officers stopping persons suspected of driving under the influence shall notify their Watch
Commander and request assistance from the appropriate allied agency.
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