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History:  Department of State Hospitals (DSH) -Patton or Southern California 
State Hospital for the Insane and Inebriates as it was called in the early years was 
first opened in 1893.  In the early 1900’s the hospital later changed its name to 
“Patton State Hospital” after Harry W. Patton of Santa Barbara. He was one of the 
first Board of Managers of the hospital. In the early 1980’s Patton made a 
significant organizational change and transitioned from being under the 
Department Developmental Services (DDS) to the Department of Mental Health 
(DMH). After this change occurred, the hospital became a forensic hospital, which 
meant that it only admits patients who fall under California’s Penal Code. Due to 
the increase in forensic patients, the Department of Corrections was given 
responsibility to provide security to the outside perimeter of the hospital and a 
security fence soon was erected. Today Patton continues to provide care to forensic 
patients.  
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Patient Population: 

 Total Licensed Bed Capacity: 1287 
 
 Current Patient Census (as of January 2013): 1510 
 

- Incompetent to Stand Trial:                  484 
- Not Guilty by Reason of Insanity:                 540 
- Competent to stand trial but requiring continued inpatient  

treatment for duration of court proceedings:       ??  
- Mentally disordered offender parolee certified by Board of  
- Prison Terms for psychiatric treatment as a condition of parole:    354 

 
Hospital Staff: There are 2,374 staff who work at DSH-Patton. Within a variety of 
departments that range from: General Services, Housekeeping, Plant Operations, 
Nutritional Services, Nursing, Medical Services, Clinical Disciplines, Hospital 
Police and other Business and Administrative staff. 
 
Union Representation: DSH-Patton staff is represented by the following unions: 

- SEIU- Service Employees International Union 
- CAPT-California Association of Psychiatric Technicians 
- CSLEA- California Statewide Law Enforcement Association 
- AFSCME-American Federation of State, County, and Municipal 

Employees 
- IUOE-International Union of Operation Engineers 
- UAPD-Union of American Physicians and Dentists 

 
Treatment Services and Programs:  DSH - Patton uses a person-centered, 
recovery based focus of treatment that is designed to help each patient through 
their personal recovery from mental illness.  This program is facilitated by a 
clinical team composed of therapeutic and nursing professionals entrusted with 
creating a cohesive support structure intended to promote healing.  Patients 
actively participate in this program and guide the treatment plan in order to achieve 
fulfillment of their personal goals and treatment requirements.    
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The team is composed of: 
 

- Psychiatrist  
- Psychologist 
- Social Worker  
- Rehab. Therapist 
- Registered Nurse  
- Psychiatric Tech. 

 

 


